
Sandy Bottom Nature Park

Resource Management Plan

Prepared by:  Kenrick Presgraves, Park Ranger, Park Wildlife Biologist
Updated by: Dawn Currier, Park Ranger, City Wildlife Biologist

December 2016



I

Table of Contents

Park Map

I.  Introduction 1
Historical Background 2

II. Education 3
Public Education 3
Student Education 4
Special Interest Groups 5
Wildlife Rehabilitation and Awareness 5
Environmental Education Library 6
Wildlife Exhibit Areas 7

III. Natural Resource Management 8
Wildlife Protection- Legal Considerations 9
Research 10
Habitat Management 12

Forest Management 13
Thinning 13
Forest Openings 14
Brush Piles 14
Snags and Cavity Trees 14
Edge 15

Lake Management 16
Sandy Bottom Lake 16
Crystal Lake 17

Field Management 17
Wildlife Management 18

White-tailed Deer 19
Red and Gray Foxes 21
Raccoons and Rabies 23
Species of Special Concern 24

Canebrake Rattlesnake 26
Mabee�¶s Salamander 27
Bald Eagle 27
Spotted Turtle 28

Herpetofauna 28



II

Birds 30
Passerines and Songbirds 31
Waterfowl 32
Raptors 33

Mammals 33
Shrews and Moles 34
Mice and Rats 35
Squirrels 35
Eastern Cottontail 37
Virginia Opossum 37
Bats 38

Fish 39
Environmental Stewardship 41
Restored Wetland Management 41

IV. Public Relations 43
Public Interest 43
Volunteer Opportunities 43

V.  Staff 44
Staff Development 45
Safety Training 45
Law Enforcement 46
Emergency Management 47

Weather Related Emergencies 47
Fire 47
Other Emergencies 48

VI. Park Maintenance 49
Equipment Inventories 49
Park Inspections 49
Maintenance Schedules 49
Grounds Maintenance 50

VII. Plan Evaluation 50

VII. Appendices 52


